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BARCELONA — The renovation of a former warehouse
emphasises its industrial design tradition by
accommodating the office of furniture brand Figueras
International Seating. At the core of the company’s
expertise is a combined interest not only in the design
and manufacture of the product, but also the study of
market trends and consumer needs. Design practice
Miriam Castells Studio conceived the interior fit-out of
the office-come-studio to facilitate the two intertwining
ideas within one multifunctional space. The office has
been remodelled to coincide with the renewal of the
company'’s corporate image, maintaining the brand’s
status as a forerunner of the product design industry.
Set over two floors, the design maximises the

usability of the industrial architecture, preserving its
existing features by encapsulating the functional spaces
within a sensitive intervention. The lower level features
a showroom, with a capacity of up to 100 visitors, which
exhibits the firm’s products. These can also be viewed
by the passing public thanks to the front elevation’s full-
height glazed facade that has been redesigned to bring
more light into the interior. Alongside the showroom, the N
ground floor also comprises a photography set, model
workshop and a private office space. The upper floor
accommodates ten employees in an open studio where an
expansive white ceiling and pre-existing skylights create
a generously lit working environment.
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1 Miriam Castells Studio’s design
absorbs the industrial tradition of the
warehouse by highlighting features such
as a composite metal deck and original
concrete flooring.

2 On the original concrete floor of
the warehouse, within a redesigned
entrance hall, a pine wood plinth forms
an exhibition space for new and old
chair designs.
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Behind the showroom area, the remaining
ground-floor space is divided into three
zones: a private office space; the model
workshop; and the photography studio.
Accessible via an aluminium and pine
wood staircase on the right of the
entrance, the mezzanine is constructed

as a metal deck and hosts the 10-person
open design studio which overlooks the
lower floor.

The design facilitates the company’s
multifaceted expertise within one
multifunctional space
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